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Subject Seward Coal Dust 

Hello all, 

Yesterday morning I received several reports before 
600am that the AKRR had been unloading train cars of 
coal all night in windy and dry conditions sending 
dust over Seward yet again. When the AKRR said they 
would be more sensitive to weather conditions while 
unloading I wrongly assumed that that meant they 
wouldn't be unloading in windy and dry conditions 
until they come up with a valid plan (and implement 
said plan) to reduce their emissions, not that they 
would simply operate in the dark of the night to avoid 
complaints. It was 600am Saturday when I went and saw 
for myself that the dust was indeed flying off site 
again. As you all in the industry know, its not the 
dust that is visible that is most dangerous to the 
human respiratory system, its the smaller particles 
(PM-IO) which undoubtedly extend well beyond the 
visible particulates range. We need air quality 
monitors set up downwind to determine the extent of 
the continuing threat to our environment and human 
health. AKRR and Usibelli need to use the water spray 
that they always propose as mitigation but never 
implement, to keep the dust emissions from leaving 
their own property and polluting their neighbors 
downwind until they can come up with an effective, and 
permanent solution. 

Thanks for all of your efforts on behalf of our 
environment. 

Respectfully, 
Russ Maddox 
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